
D I S C U S S I O N  G U I D E 

Jesus Brings 
Real World 
Change



Struggle

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nz3lNLbxkxQ


There were multiple ways Jesus could have made himself 
wealthy. He was a teacher with lots of supporters. And he was 
a carpenter’s son, which means he likely grew up learning a 
lucrative skillset. But Jesus wasn’t building a personal estate,
or an army, or a nation, or an empire. He followed what he 
believed was his true calling and identity - to demonstrate
how the tenets of his ancient faith were actually designed to 
translate into a movement of radical love and inclusivity. He 
related with and loved all people, but his message resonated
most with those who were considered the least lovable - the
poor, the sick, people with disabilities, and other outcasts.
To love people like that he needed to relate with them.
And so, like most of his poor and oppressed followers, he
relied on other people for the money he needed to survive.
He traveled often, staying with friends, without a home
of his own during his public ministry. He even instructed
other members of his team to travel without any extra
money and to rely only on the generosity of those who
were inspired by their mission of radically inclusive
love. He promised them that if they just represented
his message to others, their basic needs would be met,
and their experience would be so fulfilling that 
nothing else would matter.

He was right.



Are there any additional 
agreements we should add 
and abide by?

To ensure each of us feels the 
safety to be vulnerable, 
together we commit to these 
Group Agreements:

Confidentiality.

Let God do the fixing.

Invest and receive.

Make space. Take space.

Keep the main thing 
the main thing.

Transformation 
above information.

Welcome
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We are not here to fix each other — 
that’s God’s work to do.

We are better together — arrive 
prepared to invest in others and 
receive from others.

Make space for others to contribute. 
Take space to make your contribution.

We are here to talk about how Jesus 
gets us. We are not here to talk about 
politics or divisive issues.

We emphasize friendship over facts 
and sincere exploration as a means to 
bring about personal growth.

What’s said here stays here. 
What’s learned here leaves here.



O P E N I N G  Q U E S T I O N S

At what point in your life was 
(or is) it especially challenging 
to make ends meet financially?

O P E N I N G  P R AY E R

Begin with one minute of 
silence to allow the group 
to center on the presence 
of God, then briefly pray 
for receptive hearts to
what God will do as we 
practice the spiritual 
discipline of community.



1. What might God want me to understand/think?
2. What might God want me to believe?
3. What might God want me to desire?
4. What might God want me to do in response to 

my understanding?

S C R I P T U R E  R E F L E C T I O N

Invite each person to individually read and reflect on 
Matthew 19:16-22 by answering these four questions. 
Allow enough time for the group to write down their insights.

 ⊲ When the group has concluded writing their 
insights, invite anyone who is willing to 
select one of the four questions and 
share their response. (If there is 
momentum, you might opt 
to repeat, inviting the 
group to select a 
different question.)



What can we learn about Jesus’ views on and 
relationship with money from the following passages? 
Work as a group to make an exhaustive list.

 ⊲ Luke 8:1-3
 ⊲ Luke 9:57-58
 ⊲ Mark 6:7-9
 ⊲ Matthew 17:24-27

D I S C U S S I O N

Based on these insights, what understanding does 
Jesus have of those who are struggling financially?

How does this perspective on money align 
with our society’s view on money?

How does Jesus’ lifestyle and relationship with 
money inform your perspective on those who 

are struggling to make ends meet?



What might Jesus say to you regarding your own 
relationship with money? Take a few minutes in 
silent reflection to write a letter from Jesus to you 
about your relationship with money.

 ⊲ The one word Jesus would use to describe 
my relationship with money is...

 ⊲ If you feel comfortable sharing, 
what general insights 
surfaced in your letter?

I N D I V I D UA L  R E F L E C T I O N



Regardless of our level of financial struggle, 
cultivating a grateful heart makes a positive 
impact on our relationship with money.

P R AY I N G  TO G E T H E R

    Pray together, inviting the group  
    to complete the following sentence  
    in as many ways as they can 
    think of, concluding as you 
    sense the time is complete. 
    “God, thank you for...”



There are people around you struggling to 
make ends meet, maybe even people around 
you. How can your group come together to 
express a tangible act of love by meeting a 
need of a struggling person/family? 
Make specific plans and take action 
within the next two weeks.
Additionally, consider sharing this video 
and take time to discuss it with them:

S H A R I N G  H E  G E T S  U S

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nz3lNLbxkxQ

